
TRUE FAITH SHOWS NO 
PARTIALITY

JAMES 2:1-13



The Problem:   
Christians should be Christ-like and selflessness 
toward others, but instead tend to value some 
people over others.



You shall do no injustice in judgment; you shall 
not be partial to the poor nor defer to the great, 
but you are to judge your neighbor fairly. 

Leviticus 19:15  



You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any 
grudge against the sons of your people, but you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the 
LORD. 

Leviticus 19:18 



“For the LORD your God is the God of gods and the 
Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the 
awesome God who does not show partiality nor 
take a bribe.  “He executes justice for the orphan 
and the widow, and shows His love for the alien 
by giving him food and clothing.

Deuteronomy 10:17–18 



For there is no partiality with God. For all who 
have sinned without the Law will also perish 
without the Law, and all who have sinned under 
the Law will be judged by the Law

Romans 2:11–12 



And masters, do the same things to them, and 
give up threatening, knowing that both their 
Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no 
partiality with Him.

Ephesians 6:9 



…and have put on the new self who is being 
renewed to a true knowledge according to the 
image of the One who created him— a renewal
in which there is no distinction between Greek 
and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ 
is all, and in all. 

Colossians 3:10–11 



Example of the Problem
Christians were valuing rich prominent people 
over poor “unimportant” people in their 
gatherings.



Assembly = 
synagogue = 

a gathering or place of gathering.



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

The rich man
• Jewelry
• Nice clothes
• Important
• We want to be him

http://www.fulltimeford.com/2011/09/21/gq-russia-names-tom-ford-the-designer-of-the-decade/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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The Poor man

• Dirty
• Filthy clothes
• No influence
• We don’t want 

to be him

http://www.flickr.com/photos/arturoav/562923769/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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The best 
seat

The foot stool

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Club_chair_2.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


How do we do this today?
1. Obviously we could value rich and influential 

people

2. We could discriminate based on other factors

3. We value certain people in our minds…  
Hollywood, Sport, politics, TV preachers



Technical problem
In making distinctions you are making yourselves 
judges and your own motives are evil. (vs 4)



God’s response
1. God Choose the poor to be rich in faith …(vs5)

2. You dishonor the one that God has chosen to 
honor – the poor (vs 6)

3. The rich, whom you honor, are wicked (vs 6-7)
a. They oppress you
b. They drag you into court
c. They blaspheme the name



The Solution
Fulfill the royal law of scripture to “love your 
neighbor as yourself”



•Don’t sin by showing partiality (vs 8)
•Understand the unity of the Law (vs 10-11)

- If you break one part you are guilty of all 
•Live by the “Law of Liberty”

- Speak and act
- Law vs Liberty


